
 

The Nativity 

of Our Lord 
December 24, 2021 



St. Martin’s Ev. Lutheran Church 
 

Pastor Ellen Williams 

Dr. Tim O’Brien, Director of Music 

Austin Haller, Principal Organist 

 
Welcome! No matter where you find yourself on your faith journey – join us! 

Here you have found a church home where believers congregate to encourage 

each other and grow spiritually in an abundant relationship with the Lord. 

At St. Martin’s, we promote and value an inclusive fellowship. Whether you are young, old, 

gay, straight, single, married, partnered – from all walks of life, backgrounds and cultures — 

we WELCOME YOU! 

 

Invitation to Holy Communion.  Our communion table is open to all.  Everyone is welcome to 

receive communion regardless of age or denomination. You may receive by intinction at the altar.  

Gluten free wafers are available in place of bread if requested. You are welcome to come forward 

for a blessing. Cross your arms across your chest as you come forward to signify your desire for 

blessing. If you prefer to remain in your place, please pick up a cup from the narthex.  

 

For those with special needs. Ushers can provide you with a hearing aid device or large 

print bulletin if desired. 

 

Worship with us on Sundays. 
 

9:00 am         Family Worship with Holy Communion 

10:00 am       Faith Formation Hour 

11:00 am       Traditional Worship with Holy Communion 
  

 
Join us Sunday, December 26th, 2021 for one service at 10:00 am as we celebrate the 

Christmas season with a service of Lessons & Carols. 
 
 

 606 West 15th Street   Austin, Texas 78701 

512-476-6757   www.saintmartins.org 

  



THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

December 24, 2021 at 7:00 & 10:00 pm 
 

Musical Prelude  

Carols of Welcome 
 

To be selected from the following 
 

Fanfare  

The Sussex Carol  (arr. Philip Ledger) 

All this Night my Heart Rejoices  J. G. Ebeling 

Coventry Carol  (arr. Cynthia Dobrinski) 

I wonder as I wander  John Jacob Niles 

For Unto us a Son is Born from Messiah  G.F. Handel 

In the Bleak Midwinter   Gustav Holst  

Unto us a Son is Born  (arr. David Willcocks) 

The Star Carol  John Rutter 

Still, Still, Still  Philip Ledger 

 

Prologue 

At the tolling of the tower bell, the people stand and turn to face the cross. 

In principio erat verbum et verbum erat apud Deum et Deus erat verbum hoc erat in 

principio apud Deum omnia per ipsum facta sunt et sine ipso factum est nihil quod factum 

est in ipso vita erat et vita erat lux hominum et lux in tenebris lucet et tenebrae eam non 

conprehenderunt. 

Plainsong 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 

was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him 

not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the 

light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.                                                                                        

John 1:1-5 



Gathering 

 

Procession of the Choir               Hymn 269 

Once In Royal David’s City IRBY

 

Greeting 

The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, Word made flesh, born of Mary,  

be with you all.  And also with you. 

 

 



Processional Hymn of Praise                                            Hymn 283 

 O Come, All Ye Faithful       ADESTE FIDELES

 



Prayer of the Day 

 

Following the prayer, the people are seated. 

 Word 

 

First Reading Isaiah 9:2-7 

 2 The people who walked in 

darkness 

  have seen a great light; 

 those who lived in a land of deep 

darkness —  

  on them light has shined. 

 3You have multiplied the nation, 

  you have increased its joy; 

 they rejoice before you 

  as with joy at the harvest, 

  as people exult when dividing 

plunder. 

 4For the yoke of their burden, 

  and the bar across their 

shoulders, 

  the rod of their oppressor, 

  you have broken as on the day 

of Midian. 

 5For all the boots of the tramping 

warriors 

  and all the garments rolled in 

blood 

  shall be burned as fuel for the 

fire. 

 6For a child has been born for us, 

  a son given to us; 

 authority rests upon his shoulders; 

  and he is named 

 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

  Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace. 

 7His authority shall grow 

continually, 

  and there shall be endless 

peace 

  for the throne of David and his 

kingdom. 

 He will establish and uphold it with 

justice and with righteousness 

  from this time onward and 

forevermore. 

 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will 

do this. 

 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 



Psalm Hymn                    Hymn 267  

Joy to the World                       (verses 1, 2 & 4)     ANTIOCH

 

 

 

 

 

 



Second Reading Titus 2:11-14 
11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to 

renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that 

are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and 

the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it 

is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify 

for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 

 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 
The people stand to sing, facing the cross. 

  

  



Gospel Hymn          Hymn 289 

Angels We Have Heard on High              Verse 1   GLORIA

 



Gospel  Luke 2:1-20 
 

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 

should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while 

Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 
4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 

David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family 

of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 

who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to 

deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 

bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them 

in the inn. 

 

 8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 

their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory 

of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to 

them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for 

all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 

Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped 

in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the 

angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom 

he favors!” 

  15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 

one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 

place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and 

found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw 

this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who 

heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all 

these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 

them. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 



Gospel Hymn        Hymn 289 

Angels We Have Heard on High                   Verse 3      GLORIA 

 



The people are seated. 
 

Sermon 
 

The people stand to sing. Prayer cards are collected by the ushers during the Hymn of the Day. 

 

Hymn of the Day                                                                             Hymn 270

 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                             MENDELSSOHN

 



Prayers of Intercession 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

The Peace 

 The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 

The people are seated. 

 

Meal 
 

Offering 
 

Musical Offering 
 What is this Lovely Fragrance?    Healey Willan 
 

The people stand to sing. 

 

Offering Hymn            Hymn 292 

Love Has Come                      Verse 3     UN FLAMBEAU

 

 

Offering Prayer 



The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them 

to the Lord. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our 

thanks and praise. 

 

Sanctus                                                                               Service Music 190                                                       
Franz Schubert 

  



Lord’s Prayer 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever.  Amen. 

  

Choral Agnus Dei                                                            Plainsong, Mass XVIII 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us; grant us peace. 
  

Holy Communion 

Our communion table is open to all. Everyone is welcome to receive communion regardless of 
age or denomination.  
 
Please continue to wear your mask as you come forward to receive communion. Acolytes will 
offer hand sanitizer as you pass. You will receive the bread in your hands and the wine by 
dipping the bread in the bowl. Please consume while walking back to your seat. Gluten free 
wafers are available if requested. 
 
If you prefer to remain in your seat, please pick up a communion cup in the narthex or ask an 
usher to bring one to you.  

 

Music During Communion 

Cantique de Nöel        Adolphe Adam



Hymns During Communion 

Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming              Hymn 272

 

 



  

 Away in a Manger                      Hymn 278 

  

 
 

  



It Came upon the Midnight Clear                      Hymn 282 

 

The people stand. 

  

Table Blessing 

 

Prayer after Communion  



The candles are lit from the choir in the side aisles. Please do not tip lit candles. 
 

Sending 

 

Benediction 

 

Sending Hymn 

Silent Night, Holy Night!       Hymn 281

  



Dismissal 

 Go in peace. Share the joy of Christ. Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude 

Cortège et Litanie Marcel Duprè, Op. 19, No. 2 

 

Serving Today 
 

Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Ellen Williams 

Assisting Minister:  Tom Blomquist 

Lectors:   Syringa Bilberry (7:00 pm), Anna Bergstrom (10:00 pm) 

Eucharistic Ministers: Deb Johnson, Heidi Gibbons (7:00 pm), Anna Bergstrom, Karen 

Cross (10:00 pm) 

Director of Music:  Dr. Tim O’Brien 

Principal Organist:  Austin Haller 

Musicians:   St. Martin’s Choir 

  Jenny Ohrstrom, soprano 

  Katherine Altobello, mezzo-soprano 

   Ann Wade, mezzo-soprano 

    Brian Pettey, tenor 

    Gil Zilkha, bass  

   St. Martin’s Ringers 

   Eric Bittner, trumpet 

   Andrew Fuhrman, timpani 

Sound:   Jim Parkhurst 

Video:   Andrew Fuhrman 


