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Love, share, & serve boldly. 
No matter where you find yourself on your faith journey—join us! 

Here you have found a church home where believers congregate to encourage each other and grow 

spiritually in an abundant relationship with the Lord. At St. Martin’s, we promote and value an inclusive 

fellowship. Whether you are young, old, gay, straight, single, married, partnered—from all walks of life, 

backgrounds, and cultures—we welcome you! 



PRELUDE 

The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came  Basque carol 

GATHERING 

WELCOME 

REFLECTION 

You may write me down in history 

With your bitter, twisted lies, 

You may trod me in the very dirt 

But still, like dust, I’ll rise. 

Does my sassiness upset you? 

Why are you beset with gloom? 

’Cause I walk like I’ve got oil wells 

Pumping in my living room. 

Just like moons and like suns, 

With the certainty of tides, 

Just like hopes springing high, 

Still I’ll rise. 

Did you want to see me broken? 

Bowed head and lowered eyes? 

Shoulders falling down like teardrops, 

Weakened by my soulful cries? 

Does my haughtiness offend you? 

Don’t you take it awful hard 

’Cause I laugh like I’ve got gold mines 

Diggin’ in my own backyard. 

You may shoot me with your words, 

You may cut me with your eyes, 

You may kill me with your hatefulness, 

But still, like air, I’ll rise. 

Does my sexiness upset you? 

Does it come as a surprise 

That I dance like I’ve got diamonds 

At the meeting of my thighs? 

Out of the huts of history’s shame 

I rise 

Up from a past that’s rooted in pain 

I rise 

I’m a black ocean, leaping and wide, 

Welling and swelling I bear in the tide. 

Leaving behind nights of terror and fear 

I rise 

Into a daybreak that’s wondrously clear 

I rise 

Bringing the gifts that my ancestors 

gave, 

I am the dream and the hope of the 

slave. 

I rise 

I rise 

I rise. 

Still I Rise, Maya Angelou (1928-2014) 

From And Still I Rise by Maya Angelou. Copyright © 1978 by Maya Angelou.  



GATHERING SONG 
The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came  Hymn 265 

GREETING 
May God, Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer be with us as we worship today. 

Please take a moment to greet those near you. 

PRAYER 

Creator of the World, bringer of peace, future hope for our world, open 

us to experience your peace while we worship so that we can share it 

with others. Amen. 



WORD 
READING Luke 1:39-55  

The good news from God, according to Luke. 

39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the 

hill country, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 

Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her 

womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with 

a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 

womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord 

comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child 

in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there 

would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 

  46And Mary said,  

 “My soul magnifies the Lord, 

  47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

 48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 

  Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

  and holy is his name. 

 50His mercy is for those who fear him 

  from generation to generation. 

 51He has shown strength with his arm; 

  he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 

 52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

  and lifted up the lowly; 

 53he has filled the hungry with good things, 

  and sent the rich away empty. 

 54He has helped his servant Israel, 

  in remembrance of his mercy, 

 55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

  to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 



For additional devotion, you may wish to read and reflect on the rest of the assigned lectionary texts for the 

Fourth Sunday of Advent: Micah 5:2-5a, Luke 1:46b-55, and Hebrews 10:5-10. 

The children come forward for the children’s message. 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH & CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE  

MESSAGE 

SERMON SONG 

He's Got the Whole World in His Hand 



MEAL 
OFFERING 

Offerings may be placed in the basket in the narthex, or you can donate at 

saintmartins.org/giving or by texting “luther” and your gift amount to 73256.  

Standard text message and data rates may apply.  

MUSICAL OFFERING  

Let It Be     (all sing refrain) J. Lennon/P. McCartney  

Let it be, let it be, let it be, let it be. 

Whisper words of wisdom, let it be. 

Let it be, let it be, let it be, let it be. 

There will be an answer, let it be. 

OFFERING PRAYER 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them 

to the Lord.  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our 

thanks and praise. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

LORD’S PRAYER Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

http://www.saintmartins.org/giving


MUSIC AT COMMUNION 
Mary             Patty Griffin  

Mary you're covered in roses, you're covered in ashes / You're covered in rain / You're covered in babies, 

you're covered in slashes / You're covered in wilderness, you're covered in stains / You cast aside the sheet, 

you cast aside the shroud / Of another man, who served the world proud / You greet another son, you lose 

another one / On some sunny day and always stay, Mary / Jesus says Mother I couldn't stay another day 

longer / Flies right by me and leaves a kiss upon her face / While the angels are singin' his praises in a blaze of 

glory / Mary stays behind and starts cleaning up the place / Mary she moves behind me / She leaves her 

fingerprints everywhere / Every time the snow drifts, every time the sand shifts / Even when the night lifts, 

she's always there / Mary you're covered in roses, you're covered in ruin / you're covered in secrets / You're 

covered in treetops, you're covered in birds / who can sing a million songs without any words / You cast aside 

the sheets, you cast aside the shroud / of another man, who served the world proud / You greet another son, 

you lose another one / on some sunny day and always stay / Mary, Mary, Mary 

SENDING 

THANKSGIVING PRAYER 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

HOLY COMMUNION    Our communion table is open to all.  Everyone is welcome to 

receive communion regardless of age or denomination. Please continue to wear your mask as 

you come forward to receive communion. Acolytes will offer hand sanitizer as you pass. You 

will receive the bread in your hands and the wine by dipping the bread in the bowl. Please 

consume while walking back to your seat. Gluten free wafers are available if requested. If you 

prefer to remain in your seat, please pick up a communion cup in the narthex or ask an usher to 

bring one to you. 

BLESSING 



SENDING SONG 

Joy to the World Hymn 267 



DISMISSAL 

Let’s leave together to love, share, and serve boldly. And give thanks to God. 

POSTLUDE 

Let It Be Lennon/McCartney  

SERVING TODAY 

Pastor Ellen Williams - preaching/presid ing 

Debbie Alkire, Pat Larson - communion ministers 

Katherine Altobello O’Brien, Tim O'Brien, vocals; Austin Haller, keyboards, vocals; 

Darin Layne, guitar; Andrew Fuhrman, drums - musicians 

Jim Parkhurst - sound  

Eddie Jennings - video  

Norm Hummell - ushers 

Copyright Acknowledgements:  Liturgy, prayers and scripture texts (NRSV) reprinted from Sundays and  Seasons © 
2006 Augsburg Fortress, used by permission.  All other text is listed in Public Domain. 

Terry Adcock; Nancy Anderson; Bob Aus; Alicia Badeusz; Emily Berggren; Patricia Byous; 

Eleanor and Dave; Sam Gourley; Dean Haynie; Duke Hobbs; Ronnie Johnson; Peter Jordahl; 

Kara; Betsy Knauff; Walt Knauff; Arvid Larson; Pat Larson; Doris McGaughy; Helen Pegg; 

David Pierce; Jeff Puskos; Betty Staehr. 

Family and friends of Gerry Berens; the Brennan family; Riley Bruemmer; Ellen; Eve; Tom 

Hummell; Jeannine; Norma Kitzman; Larry Lobash; Sandy Mobley; Tripp; family of Christy 

Turner; Hannah, Becky, and Basil Younis; those dealing with alcoholism; all those impacted 

by tornadoes in the west. 

CONTINUED PRAYERS FOR 

ST. MARTIN’S PRAYERS 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 



DECEMBER BENEVOLENCE: RIVER CITY YOUTH FOUNDATION 

River City Youth Foundation (RCYF) is Austin's longest running locally founded youth 

organization, providing programs and services for the underserved community of southeast 

Austin's Dove Springs. RCYF provides youth and family oriented programs focused on 

technology training, college and career readiness, mentoring, wellness, and community 

development.  Donate this month during offering time, or anytime online at 

saintmartins.org/giving. 

This Week at St. Martin’s  

Sunday, December 19 

8:50 am-12:50 pm High School Fundraising Meal (St. Martin’s Mall) 

9:00 am   Holy Communion 

10:00 am  Faith Formation Hour 

10:15 am  Listening Session Follow-Up: Future Membership 

11:00 am  Holy Communion 

3:30 pm  Ein Deutsches Weihnachtsfest: German Christmas Service  

Monday, December 20 

    Confirmation Christmas Party 

Tuesday, December 21 

 9:00 am  WELCA Tack & Pack 

Wednesday, December 22 

 1:00 pm  Pastor’s Book Class 

 6:00 pm  Advent Vespers (Chapel) 

 6:30 pm  Las Posadas (Dove Springs) 

Friday, December 24 

 4:00 pm  Jazz Christmas Eve 

 7:00 pm  Traditional Christmas Eve (Musical prelude 6:30 pm) 

 10:00 pm  Traditional Christmas Eve (Musical prelude 9:30 pm) 

Saturday, December 25 

    Merry Christmas! 

Sunday, December 26 

 10:00 am  A Service of Lessons & Carols 

 

Please note: the church office will be closed December 27—31. 

 

Listening Session Follow-Up Meetings 

Our listening session follow-up continues between worship services during Advent as we ideate on 

focus areas to “Love, Share, and Serve Boldly.” This concrete definition of our mission will guide 

future decision making about how best to use our people, money, and resources to serve God in 

downtown Austin. Join in room 230 or using the Come as You Are class Zoom link from 10:15-10:45 

each Sunday. Dec 5: Faith Formation. Dec 12: Connecting volunteers to opportunities. Dec 19: Future 

membership. Find the Zoom link on the event calendar listings at saintmartins.org/events. 

EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 



TODAY! Ein Deutsches Weihnachtsfest: German Christmas Service | December 19th, 2021 

Join us for our annual German Christmas worship service! Musical prelude begins at 3:30 pm with 

worship in German at 4:00 pm. While everything is spoken and sung in German, the program 

contains a page-by-page translation for those who have challenges sprechendes Deutsch!  

 

TODAY! High School Advent Fundraiser | St. Martin’s Mall 

Come Support our high school class raise money for trips and summer ministry while also having a 

great meal for the final week of advent!  $5 a plate. Breakfast sandwiches 8:50—10:30 am, burgers 

and hot dogs 10:30 am—12:50 pm. 

 

LAST CALL! Christmas Poinsettias 

The Flower Guild will be selling poinsettias this Sunday and will continue sales through Sunday, 

December 19.  The cost is $15.00 each.  Poinsettias may be purchased at church on Sunday mornings 

and online.  To purchase online, go to saintmartins.org and click the "Give" button in the upper right 

hand corner, select "Online Giving," click "Fund" on the Giving page, and click the "Memo" line to 

complete dedications for the poinsettias.   

 

Las Posadas at Dove Springs | Wednesday, December 22, 2021, 6:30 pm 

Join our friends in Dove Springs for a traditional Las Posadas (the Inns) on December 22, 6:30-

8:30pm at the River City Youth Foundation,5209 S. Pleasant Valley Road, Austin, TX. We will be 

taking the bus from the church at 6PM or you can meet us there. Please RSVP to Pastor Ellen for 

space on the bus.  

 

The Nativity of Our Lord 

Christmas Eve Worship Services 

Friday, December 24th, 2021 

Join us for worship as we joyfully celebrate the birth of Jesus! 

4:00 pm Jazz Worship  

7:00 pm Traditional Worship 

10:00 pm Traditional Worship 

Musical preludes begin at 6:30 & 9:30 pm 

 

A Service of Lessons & Carols 

First Sunday of Christmas 

Sunday, December 26th, 2021, 10:00 am 

Join us for one service at 10:00 am as we read lessons and sing carols to joyfully celebrate the birth of 

Christ together. 


