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Fourth Sunday of Advent 

December 19, 2021 | 11:00 AM  

Welcome 

Jouvenet, Jean-Baptiste. Magnificat, 1716. Notre Dame, Paris. 

Introit 

Plainsong O Rex Gentium  

O Rex Gentium, et desideratus earum, lapisque 

angularis, qui facis utraque unum: veni, et salva 

hominem, quem de limo formasti. 

 

O King of the Gentiles and the Desired of them, 

Thou Cornerstone that dost make both one, come 

and deliver man, whom Thou didst form out of the 

dust of the earth. 



Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose 

mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 

worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

The people kneel or are seated. 

Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you 

and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly 

repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 

things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to 

you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in 

newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 

made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 

name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen 

you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 

hearts through faith. 

Amen. 

The people stand. 

On the fourth Sunday of Advent we light four candles, reminding us to Be 

Joyful! May we magnify God’s presence in our world, celebrating that 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 



Christ is with us at Christmas, and every day. 

Like Mary, when she shared the news of Jesus’ imminent birth, we are in 

awe of your mercy. You bring hope to the hungry. You uplift the lowly. 

Help us do likewise, forever proclaiming your name. 

Called forth by your Son, Jesus Christ, let us share the glad tidings of great 

joy with all whom we meet, that generations to come may know God’s 

unrelenting love. Amen.  

Processional Hymn Hymn 263 

Savior of the Nations, Come   Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland  

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 



Kyrie 



Prayer of the Day 

Word 

The people are seated. 

 2But you, O Bethlehem of 

Ephrathah, 

  who are one of the little clans of 

Judah, 

 from you shall come forth for me 

  one who is to rule in Israel, 

 whose origin is from of old, 

  from ancient days. 

 3Therefore he shall give them up 

until the time 

  when she who is in labor has 

brought forth; 

 then the rest of his kindred shall 

return 

  to the people of Israel. 

 4And he shall stand and feed his 

flock in the strength of the Lord, 

  in the majesty of the name of the 

Lord his God. 

 And they shall live secure, for now 

he shall be great 

  to the ends of the earth; 

 5aand he shall be the one of peace. 

First Reading Micah 5:2-5a  

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



Second Reading Hebrews 10:5-10  

5Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,  

 “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 

  but a body you have prepared for me; 

 6in burnt offerings and sin offerings 

  you have taken no pleasure. 

 7Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ 

  (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 
8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in 

sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are 

offered according to the law), 9then he added, “See, I have come to do your 

will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 10And it is by 

God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of 

Jesus Christ once for all. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

The people stand. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Luke 1:39-55  Gospel 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 

39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the 

hill country, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 

Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her 

womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with 

a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 



The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord 

comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child 

in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there 

would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 

  46And Mary said,  

 “My soul magnifies the Lord, 

  47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

 48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 

  Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

  and holy is his name. 

 50His mercy is for those who fear him 

  from generation to generation. 

 51He has shown strength with his arm; 

  he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 

 52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

  and lifted up the lowly; 

 53he has filled the hungry with good things, 

  and sent the rich away empty. 

 54He has helped his servant Israel, 

  in remembrance of his mercy, 

 55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

  to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

The people are seated. 

Message 

The people stand. Prayer cards are collected by the ushers during the Hymn of the Day. 



Hymn of the Day Hymn 258 

st. helena Unexpected and Mysterious   



Apostles’ Creed I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

The Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

The people are seated. 

Meal 

Offering Give in person, online at saintmartins.org/giving, or text “luther” and 

your gift amount to 73256. Standard text message and data rates may apply.  

Anthem 

Magnificat  Arvo Pärt  
My soul doth magnify the Lord. / And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. / Because He hath 

regarded the humility of His slave: / For behold from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. / 

Because He that is mighty hath done great things to me; and holy is His name. / And His mercy is 

from generation unto generations, to them that fear Him. / He hath shewed might in His arm: He hath 

http://www.saintmartins.org/giving


Offering Hymn Hymn 257 
VENI, EMMANUEL 

The people stand. 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel            (verse 7) 

Offering Prayer 

Let us pray. God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of 

your creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope 

as we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior 

and Lord. Amen. 

scattered the proud in the conceit of their heart. / He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and 

hath exalted the humble. / He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the rich He hath sent empty 

away. / He hath received Israel His servant, being mindful of His mercy: / As He spoke to our fathers, 

to Abraham and to his seed for ever 



The Great Thanksgiving 

Holy, Holy, Holy 



Thanksgiving at the Table 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ 

will come again. 

...we look with hope for his coming. Come, Lord Jesus. 

...bring the gift of peace on earth. Come, Holy Spirit. 

Lord’s Prayer Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever.  Amen. 

The people are seated. 

Agnus Dei 



Holy Communion  Our communion table is open to all.  Everyone is welcome to 

receive communion regardless of age or denomination.  Gluten free wafers are available. 

The people stand. 

Table Blessing 

Prayer after Communion 

Blessing 

Sending 

Announcements 

Music at Communion 

Chorale Prelude on Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland       Johann Pachelbel  

(Savior of the Nations, Come)    



Sending Hymn 

A Stable Lamp Is Lighted 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 

A Christmas Festival Leroy Anderson 

Copyright Acknowledgements:  Liturgy, prayers and scripture texts (NRSV) reprinted from Sundays and  Seasons © 2006 
Augsburg Fortress, used by permission.  All other text is listed in Public Domain. 



Serving Today 

Prayers 

Preaching/Presiding: Rev. Ellen Williams 

Lector:   Nancy Schroeder 

Communion Ministers: Heidi Gibbons, Ann Howard 

Director of Music:  Tim O’Brien 

Organist:   Austin Haller 

Musicians: St. Martin's Choir; Jenny Ohrstrom, soprano; Katherine Altobello-O'Brien, 

alto; Jameson James, tenor; Gil Zilkha, bass; St. Martin’s Symphonic Winds, 

David Cross, conductor 

Sound:   Jim Parkhurst 

Video:    Eddie Jennings 

Ushers:    Norm Hummell, chair 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

Family and friends of Gerry Berens; the Brennan family; Riley Bruemmer; Ellen; Eve; Tom Hummell; 

Jeannine; Norma Kitzman; Larry Lobash; Sandy Mobley; Tripp; family of Christy Turner; Hannah, 

Becky, and Basil Younis; those dealing with alcoholism; all those impacted by tornadoes in the west. 

CONTINUED PRAYERS FOR 

Terry Adcock; Nancy Anderson; Bob Aus; Alicia Badeusz; Emily Berggren; Patricia Byous; Eleanor 

and Dave; Sam Gourley; Dean Haynie; Duke Hobbs; Ronnie Johnson; Peter Jordahl; Kara; Betsy 

Knauff; Walt Knauff; Arvid Larson; Pat Larson; Doris McGaughy; Helen Pegg; David Pierce; Jeff 

Puskos; Betty Staehr. 

This Week at St. Martin’s  

Sunday, December 19 

8:50 am-12:50 pm High School Fundraising Meal (St. Martin’s Mall) 

9:00 am   Holy Communion 

10:00 am  Faith Formation Hour 

10:15 am  Listening Session Follow-Up: Future Membership 

11:00 am  Holy Communion 

3:30 pm  Ein Deutsches Weihnachtsfest: German Christmas Service  

Events & Announcements 

December Benevolence: River City Youth Foundation 

River City Youth Foundation (RCYF) is Austin's longest running locally founded youth organization, 

providing programs and services for the underserved community of southeast Austin's Dove Springs. RCYF 

provides youth and family oriented programs focused on technology training, college and career readiness, 

mentoring, wellness, and community development.   



Monday, December 20 

   Confirmation Christmas Party 

Tuesday, December 21 

 9:00 am WELCA Tack & Pack 

Wednesday, December 22 

 1:00 pm Pastor’s Book Class 

 6:00 pm Advent Vespers (Chapel) 

 6:30 pm Las Posadas (Dove Springs) 

Friday, December 24 

 4:00 pm Jazz Christmas Eve 

 7:00 pm Traditional Christmas Eve  

   (Musical prelude 6:30 pm) 

 10:00 pm Traditional Christmas Eve  

   (Musical prelude 9:30 pm) 

Saturday, December 25  Merry Christmas! 

Sunday, December 26 

 10:00 am A Service of Lessons & Carols 

 

Please note: the church office will be closed December 27—

31. 
 

Listening Session Follow-Up Meetings 

Our listening session follow-up continues between 

worship services during Advent as we ideate on 

focus areas to “Love, Share, and Serve Boldly.” This 

concrete definition of our mission will guide future 

decision making about how best to use our people, 

money, and resources to serve God in downtown 

Austin. Join in room 230 or using the Come as You 

Are class Zoom link from 10:15-10:45 each Sunday. 

Dec 5: Faith Formation. Dec 12: Connecting 

volunteers to opportunities. Dec 19: Future 

membership. Find the Zoom link on the event 

calendar listings at saintmartins.org/events. 

 

TODAY! Ein Deutsches Weihnachtsfest: German 

Christmas Service | December 19th, 2021 

Join us for our annual German Christmas worship 

service! Musical prelude begins at 3:30 pm with 

worship in German at 4:00 pm. While everything is 

spoken and sung in German, the program contains a 

page-by-page translation for those who have 

challenges sprechendes Deutsch!  

 

TODAY! High School Advent Fundraiser | St. 

Martin’s Mall 

Come Support our high school class raise money for 

trips and summer ministry while also having a great 

meal for the final week of advent!  $5 a plate. 

Breakfast sandwiches 8:50—10:30 am, burgers and 

hot dogs 10:30 am—12:50 pm. 

 

LAST CALL! Christmas Poinsettias 

The Flower Guild will be selling poinsettias this 

Sunday and will continue sales through Sunday, 

December 19.  The cost is $15.00 each.  Poinsettias 

may be purchased at church on Sunday mornings 

and online.  To purchase online, go 

to saintmartins.org and click the "Give" button in the 

upper right hand corner, select "Online Giving," click 

"Fund" on the Giving page, and click the "Memo" line 

to complete dedications for the poinsettias.   

 

Las Posadas at Dove Springs | Wednesday, 

December 22, 2021, 6:30 pm 

Join our friends in Dove Springs for a traditional Las 

Posadas (the Inns) on December 22, 6:30-8:30pm at 

the River City Youth Foundation,5209 S. Pleasant 

Valley Road, Austin, TX. We will be taking the bus 

from the church at 6PM or you can meet us there. 

Please RSVP to Pastor Ellen for space on the bus.  

 

The Nativity of Our Lord 

Christmas Eve Worship Services 

Friday, December 24th, 2021 

Join us for worship as we joyfully celebrate the birth 

of Jesus! 

4:00 pm Jazz Worship  

7:00 pm Traditional Worship 

10:00 pm Traditional Worship 

Musical preludes begin at 6:30 & 9:30 pm 

 

A Service of Lessons & Carols 

First Sunday of Christmas 

Sunday, December 26th, 2021, 10:00 am 

Join us for one service at 10:00 am as we read lessons 

and sing carols to joyfully celebrate the birth of 

Christ together. 


