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Love, share, & serve boldly. 
No matter where you find yourself on your faith journey—join us! 

Here you have found a church home where believers congregate to encourage each other and grow 

spiritually in an abundant relationship with the Lord. At St. Martin’s, we promote and value an inclusive 

fellowship. Whether you are young, old, gay, straight, single, married, partnered—from all walks of life, 

backgrounds, and cultures—we welcome you! 



PRELUDE 

In the Bleak Midwinter  Gustav Holst  

GATHERING 

WELCOME 

REFLECTION 

Then a woman said, Speak to us of Joy and Sorrow. 

     And he answered: 

     Your joy is your sorrow unmasked. 

     And the selfsame well from which your laughter rises was oftentimes filled with 

your tears. 

     And how else can it be? 

     The deeper that sorrow carves into your being, the more joy you can contain. 

     Is not the cup that holds your wine the very cup that was burned in the potter’s 

oven? 

     And is not the lute that soothes your spirit, the very wood that was hollowed 

with knives? 

     When you are joyous, look deep into your heart and you shall find it is only that 

which has given you sorrow that is giving you joy. 

     When you are sorrowful look again in your heart, and you shall see that in truth 

you are weeping for that which has been your delight. 

     

     Some of you say, “Joy is greater than sorrow,” and others say, “Nay, sorrow is 

the greater.” 

     But I say unto you, they are inseparable. 

     Together they come, and when one sits alone with you at your board, remember 

that the other is asleep upon your bed. 

 

     Verily you are suspended like scales between your sorrow and your joy. 

     Only when you are empty are you at standstill and balanced. 

     When the treasure-keeper lifts you to weigh his gold and his silver, needs must 

your joy or your sorrow rise or fall. 

On Joy and Sorrow, Kahlil Gibran (1883-1931) 



GATHERING SONG 
Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn   Hymn 242 



GREETING 

May God, Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer be with us as we worship today. 

Please take a moment to greet those near you. 

PRAYER 

Creator God, you give us joy even in the middle of sorrow. Open us to 

experience your joy so that we can share it with others. Amen. 

WORD 
READING Luke 3:7-18  

The good news from God, according to Luke. 

7John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood 

of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits 

worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have 

Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to 

raise up children to Abraham. 9Even now the ax is lying at the root of the 

trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 

thrown into the fire.” 

  10And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11In reply he 

said to them, “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has 

none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” 12Even tax collectors came 

to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” 13He 

said to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.” 
14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to them, 

“Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be 

satisfied with your wages.” 

  15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in 

their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John 

answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is 

more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 

sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing 

fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into 



Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

For additional devotion, you may wish to read and reflect on the rest of the assigned lectionary texts for the 

Third Sunday of Advent: Zephaniah 3:14-20, Isaiah 12:2-6, and Philippians 4:4-7. 

The children come forward for the children’s message. 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH & CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE  

MESSAGE 

his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

  18So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the 

people. 

SERMON SONG 

All Earth Is Hopeful: Toda la tierra 

   (verse 1 Spanish, verse 2-4 English)  

Hymn 266 



MEAL 
OFFERING 

Offerings may be placed in the basket in the narthex, or you can donate at 

saintmartins.org/giving or by texting “luther” and your gift amount to 73256.  

Standard text message and data rates may apply.  

MUSICAL OFFERING  

Green Peter Mayer  

When winter's gray is on the sky / Rust upon the leaves that lie / Red on the last few berries clinging / Brown 

on the branch where the bitter wind's singing / Even when white obscures the scene / Still, in winter, there is 

green / Waving defiant pine tree boughs / Cedar needles, stubborn and proud / Hiding inside the seeds of 

summer / And deep in the root where it sleeps undercover / Patiently waiting there unseen / In the winter, 

there is green / Death may raise its voice today / O but life will have its say / Speaking in lovers and in 

children / In poets pens and philosopher's visions / Life is a planet's daring dream / Earth's devotion, spoken 

in green / So keep it in your winter store / Hang its garland 'round the door / Grant to your heart its hopeful 

promise / Fashion a wreath for its blessing upon us / Winter brings browns and grays indeed / But when it 

comes, remember green 

OFFERING PRAYER 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them 

to the Lord.  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our 

thanks and praise. 

http://www.saintmartins.org/giving


WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

LORD’S PRAYER Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

HOLY COMMUNION  
Our communion table is open to all.  Everyone is welcome to receive communion regardless of 

age or denomination. Gluten free wafers are available if requested.  

MUSIC AT COMMUNION 
Stables               Peter Mayer 

In Bethlehem a manger waits, long ago and so today, where hatred-weary people pray,  love will come and lay 

there. And so do countless stables stand  in hearts as harsh as desert lands, rough shelters in the wind and 

sands, so love will come and stay there. Love that opens fists of hate, heaps up gold on beggars’ plates, love that 

shows a kindly face to enemies and strangers. And the walls of stables tremble so when the winds of fear and 

judgement blow, for a stable hopes in love alone and knows that love’s the answer. O love the prophet’s only 

word, the only lesson left to learn, the only end of heaven’s work, and the only road that goes there. Love that 

sees with mercy’s eyes, holds its arms out open wide, threads its loom with sep‘rate lives, and weaves them all 

together. So may the lamps of stables glow brightly that their light may go for miles in the darkness so love 

will find its way there. 

SENDING 

THANKSGIVING PRAYER 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  



BLESSING 

SENDING SONG 

People, Look East   Hymn 248 



DISMISSAL 

Let’s leave together to love, share, and serve boldly. And give thanks to God. 

POSTLUDE 

People, Look East  French carol 

SERVING TODAY 

Pastor Ellen Williams - preaching/presid ing 

Linda Zander - assisting minister 

James & Sally Gavin   - communion ministers 

Katherine Altobello O’Brien, Tim O'Brien, vocals; Austin Haller, keyboards, vocals; 

Darin Layne, guitar; Andrew Fuhrman, drums - musicians 

Jim Parkhurst - sound  

Eddie Jennings - video  

Norm Hummell, chair - ushers 

Copyright Acknowledgements:  Liturgy, prayers and scripture texts (NRSV) reprinted from Sundays and  Seasons © 
2006 Augsburg Fortress, used by permission.  All other text is listed in Public Domain. 

Terry Adcock; Nancy Anderson; Bob Aus; Alicia Badeusz; Emily Berggren; Patricia Byous; 

Eleanor and Dave; Sam Gourley; Dean Haynie; Duke Hobbs; Ronnie Johnson; Peter Jordahl; 

Kara; Betsy Knauff; Walt Knauff; Arvid Larson; Pat Larson; Doris McGaughy; Helen Pegg; 

David Pierce; Jeff Puskos; Betty Staehr. 

Audrey Alpers; family and friends of Gerry Berens; Riley Bruemmer; Ellen; Tom Hummell; 

Jeannine; Larry Lobash; Sandy Mobley; Frances Patch; Hayley Richardson; Tripp; family and 

friends of Lottie Smith; family of Christy Turner; those dealing with alcoholism 

CONTINUED PRAYERS FOR 

ST. MARTIN’S PRAYERS 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 



OCTOBER FINANCIAL REPORT Year-to-Date Income Statement 

Revenues  

Operating 629,684  

Building 132,439  

School 923,901  

Total 1,686,024  

Expenses  

Operating 664,408  

Building 101,163  

School 943,052  

Total  1,708,62

Net (22,599)  

October Benevolence 

Donations: San 

Antonio Day Respite 

Center = $1,960 

2022 Estimate of Giving:  

As we end a second year in recovery from COVID and we look forward joyfully this Advent 

to God's unconditional gift of love at Jesus' birth, please prayerfully consider gifts of time, 

talents, and financial commitments now and for the coming year. 

2021 Giving: You’ll find multiple ways to give at saintmartins.org/giving.  You can also send 

a text to 73256 with “luther” and your gift amount. 

As the Council plans next year’s budget, we particularly want to support and empower the 

vital work of our dedicated and faithful staff.  Please prayerfully complete an estimate of 

giving card by TODAY Sunday December 12. A secure digital form is available online 

at https://bit.ly/3DGkuW4.  Or download, complete, and mail your estimate.  Paper copies 

are available at Church. 

Thank you for your faithfulness in giving. 

DECEMBER BENEVOLENCE: RIVER CITY YOUTH FOUNDATION 

River City Youth Foundation (RCYF) is Austin's longest running locally founded youth 

organization, providing programs and services for the underserved community of southeast 

Austin's Dove Springs. RCYF provides youth and family oriented programs focused on 

technology training, college and career readiness, mentoring, wellness, and community 

development.  Donate this month during offering time, or anytime online at 

saintmartins.org/giving. 

http://saintmartins.org/giving
https://bit.ly/3DGkuW4


This Week at St. Martin’s  

Sunday, December 12 

9:00 am   Holy Communion 

10:00 am  Faith Formation Hour; High School Meeting 

10:15 am  Listening Session Follow-Up: Volunteer Connections 

11:00 am  Holy Communion 

12:15 pm  Family Advent Event: Supply Boxes (Parlor Courtyard) 

4:00 pm  TLU Vespers 

Monday, December 13 

 7:30 pm  Heart & Mind Gospel Study (Zoom) 

Tuesday, December 14 

 9:00 am  WELCA Tack & Pack 

 9:30 pm  Elizabeth Circle 

 7:00 pm  God & The Real World: Economics 

Wednesday, December 15 

 1:00 pm  Pastor’s Book Class 

 6:00 pm  Advent Vespers (Chapel) 

Thursday, December 16 

 6:00 pm  High School Devotional (Zoom) 

Friday, December 17 

 4:00 pm  Preschool Christmas Program 

Saturday, December 18 

 8:30 am  Mop & Hammer Work Day 

Sunday, December 19 

0:00 am  High School Fundraising Meal 

9:00 am   Holy Communion 

10:00 am  Faith Formation Hour 

10:15 am  Listening Session Follow-Up: Future Membership 

11:00 am  Holy Communion 

3:30 pm  Ein Deutsches Weihnachtsfest: German Christmas Service 

 

Toy Drive for River City Youth Foundation | Donations due TODAY, Sunday, December 12 

December 18, 2021 is the River City Youth Foundation's 24th annual Merry Memories Toy Giveaway.  

SMLC high school students and youth are collecting gifts for babies to 15 year olds. The wishlist for 

boys and girls includes: bikes, sports balls, board games, dolls & action figures, and stuffed animals.  

Please bring items to the church by Sunday, December 12. 

 

Baked Goods for German Christmas Service 

We will be hosting a reception with baked goods following the German Christmas service on 

December 19! All bakers can volunteer to provide desserts by contacting Abby Adams at 

adams.abigail.m@gmail.com. Thank you for helping us welcome the many guests who come to 

celebrate Christmas with us!  

EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 



Listening Session Follow-Up Meetings 

Our listening session follow-up continues between worship services during Advent as we ideate on 

focus areas to “Love, Share, and Serve Boldly.” This concrete definition of our mission will guide 

future decision making about how best to use our people, money, and resources to serve God in 

downtown Austin. Join in room 230 or using the Come as You Are class Zoom link from 10:15-10:45 

each Sunday. Dec 5: Faith Formation. Dec 12: Connecting volunteers to opportunities. Dec 19: Future 

membership. Find the Zoom link on the event calendar listings at saintmartins.org/events. 

 

Advent for Families at St. Martin’s | Sundays in Advent 

Starting on November 28th we will be doing our Advent for Families every Sunday through Advent 

following the second service! This includes: candle making, an art class lead by Stern Hatcher, an 

Advent calendar to donate to our homeless community, and a fundraising meal hosted by our High 

School students! Come celebrate the holiday season with us this year!   

 

Christmas in the Park: The Nativity Story | Saturday, December 18th, 6:00 pm 

Let’s get into the holiday spirit! This year at St. Martin’s we are having Christmas in the Park on 

December 18th from 6—8pm, an event for all families to learn about the story of the birth of Jesus 

and to join in on a fun evening together! Cason needs your help for this! He will be setting up a table 

for anyone or groups of people to run tables to fully tell the story of the nativity! 

 

Christmas Poinsettias 

The Flower Guild will be selling poinsettias this Sunday and will continue sales through Sunday, 

December 19.  The cost is $15.00 each.  Poinsettias may be purchased at church on Sunday mornings 

and online.  To purchase online, go to saintmartins.org and click the "Give" button in the upper right 

hand corner, select "Online Giving," click "Fund" on the Giving page, and click the "Memo" line to 

complete dedications for the poinsettias.   

 

Las Posadas at Dove Springs | Wednesday, December 22, 2021, 6:30 pm 

Join our friends in Dove Springs for a traditional Las Posadas (the Inns) on December 22, 6:30-

8:30pm at the River City Youth Foundation,5209 S. Pleasant Valley Road, Austin, TX. We will be 

taking the bus from the church at 6PM or you can meet us there. Please RSVP to Pastor Ellen for 

space on the bus. 


