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Welcome 

Tissot, James. Saint John the Baptist and the Pharisees, 1886-1894. Brooklyn Museum 

Introit 

Plainsong O Adonai  

O Adonai, et Dux domus Israel, qui Moysi in 

igne flammae rubi apparuisti, et ei in Sina legem 

dedisti: veni ad redimendum nos in brachio 

extento. 

O Adonai, and Leader of the house of Israel, Who 

didst appear to Moses in the flame of the burning 

bush, and didst give unto him the Law on Sinai: 

come and with an outstretched arm redeem us. 



Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose 

mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 

worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

The people kneel or are seated. 

Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you 

and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly 

repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 

things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to 

you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in 

newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 

made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 

name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen 

you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 

hearts through faith. 

Amen. 

The people stand. 

On the second Sunday of Advent we light two candles, reminding each of 

us to be a voice. May we be advocates for the voiceless in our world. 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 



Like John the Baptist, who proclaimed the words of Isaiah to make a way 

for Jesus’ teachings, with our voices we can move mountains and change 

paths. May our voices be used to lift others up and not tear them down. 

May we shed light instead of creating darkness. 

Help us to listen carefully to others, especially those whose voices go un-

heard, that when we do speak up it may be with wisdom, understanding 

and grace. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  

Processional Hymn Hymn 264 

bereden väg for herran Prepare the Royal Highway  



Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

Kyrie 



Prayer of the Day 

Word 

The people are seated. 

1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the 

Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of 

the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of 

hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand 

when he appears?  

  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner 

and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine 

them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in 

righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing 

to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 

First Reading Malachi 3:1-4  



Second Reading Philippians 1:3-11  

3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy 

in every one of my prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the 

gospel from the first day until now. 6I am confident of this, that the one 

who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day 

of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because 

you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, 

both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the 

gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the 

compassion of Christ Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that your love may 

overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight 10to help you to 

determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and 

blameless, 11having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes 

through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

The people stand. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Luke 3:1-6  Gospel 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 

1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate 

was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother 

Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of 



The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of 

God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went into all the 

region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet 

Isaiah,  

 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

  make his paths straight. 

 5Every valley shall be filled, 

  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

 and the crooked shall be made straight, 

  and the rough ways made smooth; 

 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 

The people are seated. 

Message 

The people stand. Prayer cards are collected by the ushers during the Hymn of the Day. 



Hymn of the Day Hymn 249 

puer nobis On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry   

all 

all 

choir only 

all 

all 



Apostles’ Creed I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

The Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

The people are seated. 

Meal 

Offering Give in person, online at saintmartins.org/giving, or text “luther” and 

your gift amount to 73256. Standard text message and data rates may apply.  

http://www.saintmartins.org/giving


Anthem 

Prepare the Way Dala Melody (arr. Margareta Jalkeus)  
Prepare the way, O Zion; ye awful deeps rise high / Sink low ye lofty mountains, the Lord is drawing nigh / The 

righteous king of glory, foretold in sacred story. /  O blest is he that came in God the Father's name. / O Zion he 

approaches, your Lord and King for aye; / Strew palms where he advances, spread garments in his way. / God's promise 

faileth never, Hosanna sound forever / O blest is he that came in God the Father's name. 

Offering Hymn Hymn 257 
VENI, EMMANUEL 

The people stand. 

O Come, O Come Emmanuel            (verse 3) 

Offering Prayer 

Let us pray. God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of 

your creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope 

as we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior 

and Lord. Amen. 



The Great Thanksgiving 

Holy, Holy, Holy 



Thanksgiving at the Table 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ 

will come again. 

...we look with hope for his coming. Come, Lord Jesus. 

...bring the gift of peace on earth. Come, Holy Spirit. 

Lord’s Prayer Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever.  Amen. 

The people are seated. 

Agnus Dei 



Holy Communion  Our communion table is open to all.  Everyone is welcome to 

receive communion regardless of age or denomination.  Gluten free wafers are available. 

The people stand. 

Table Blessing 

Prayer after Communion 

Blessing 

Sending 

Announcements 

Sending Hymn Hymn 254 

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus   jefferson 

Music at Communion 

Magnificat: Misterioso  e Adagiosissimo                         Marcel Dupré, Op. 18  



Dismissal 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 

Voluntary on Puer nobis (On Jordan's Bank 

the Baptist's Cry)  

Aaron David Miller  

Serving Today 

Prayers 

Preaching/Presiding: Rev. Ellen Williams 

Assisting Minister:  Norm Hummell 

Lector:   Liz Moon 

Communion Ministers: Donna Cordes, Carey Henderson  

Organist:   Austin Haller 

Musicians: St. Martin's Choir; Jenny Ohrstrom, soprano; Katherine Altobello-O'Brien, 

alto; Jameson James, tenor; Gil Zilkha, bass 

Sound:   Jim Parkhurst 

Video:    Eddie Jennings 

Ushers:    Norm Hummellm chair 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

Audrey Alpers; family and friends of Gerry Berens; Ellen; Larry Lobash; Sandy Mobley; Frances Patch; 

Steve Pitner; Hayley Richardson; family and friends of Annette Sconci; family and friends of Lottie 

Smith; Roger and Carol Stafford; Ozzie Wagner; those dealing with alcoholism; everyone suffering. 

CONTINUED PRAYERS FOR 

Terry Adcock; Nancy Anderson; Bob Aus; Alicia Badeusz; Emily Berggren; Patricia Byous; Eleanor 

and Dave; Sam Gourley; Dean Haynie; Duke Hobbs; Ronnie Johnson; Peter Jordahl; Kara; Betsy 

Knauff; Walt Knauff; Arvid Larson; Pat Larson; Doris McGaughy; Helen Pegg; David Pierce; Jeff 

Puskos; Betty Staehr. 
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