
In the beginning, God made heaven and earth.  And the earth was without form and void; and darkness 

was upon the face of the deep.  In the spirit, God moved upon the face of the waters, and God said "Let 

there be light," and there was light.   

Gathering 

Prelude 

F. J. Haydn  I. Introduction (Representation of Chaos) from The Creation  

II. In the Beginning 
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Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

Creation Sunday | Blessing of the Animals 

Welcome 

The people stand. 

Jan Brueghel the Elder. Paradise Landscape with God Telling Adam to Name the Animals, 

1594. Rome, Italy, Galleria Doria Pamphili 



Processional Hymn Hymn 835 
lasst uns erfreuen All Creatures, Worship God Most High!   

(verses 1-3, 6) 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Blessing of the Animals 



F. J. Haydn  

Music During Blessing of the Animals 

Straight opening her fertile womb, the earth brings forth at God's command unnumbered living creatures, 

in perfect form and fully grown. Triumphant, roaring, stands the lion there. With a lightning leap the tiger 

appears. Bounding with branching head, the nimble stag. With snorting and stamping, flying mane, 

uprears in might the noble steed. In pleasant pastures, quietly the cattle graze on meadows green. O'er the 

ground as growing there abide the fleecy, gentle sheep. As clouds of dust arise, in swarms assembled, the 

host of insects.  In long dimension creeps, with sinuous trace, the worm. Now shines the brightest glory of 

heaven! Now spreads the lavish attire of earth.  The air is filled with soaring processions, the water swelled 

by swarming legions, the ground is trod by ponderous beasts.  But all the work was not complete! There 

wanted yet that wondrous being that God's design might thankful see and grant his goodness joyful 

praise.    

XXI. Straight Opening Her Fertile Womb 

XXI. Now Shines the Brightest Glory of Heaven  

The people are seated. 

Word 

First Reading Genesis 2:18-24  
18The Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will 

make him a helper as his partner.” 19So out of the ground the Lord God 

formed every animal of the field and every bird of the air, and brought 

them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man 

called every living creature, that was its name. 20The man gave names to all 

cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but for 

the man there was not found a helper as his partner. 21So the Lord God 

caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took one of 

his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22And the rib that the Lord God 

had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the 

man. 23Then the man said,  

 “This at last is bone of my bones 

  and flesh of my flesh; 

 this one shall be called Woman, 

  for out of Man this one was taken.” 
24Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, 

and they become one flesh. 



Second Reading Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12  

1Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the 

prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he 

appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. 3He 

is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, 

and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made 

purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
4having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is 

more excellent than theirs. 

 2:5Now God did not subject the coming world, about which we are 

speaking, to angels. 6But someone has testified somewhere,  

 “What are human beings that you are mindful of them, 

  or mortals, that you care for them? 

 7You have made them for a little while lower than the angels; 

  you have crowned them with glory and honor, 

  8subjecting all things under their feet.” 

Now in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing outside their control. 

As it is, we do not yet see everything in subjection to them,9but we do see 

Jesus, who for a little while was made lower than the angels, now crowned 

with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace 

of God he might taste death for everyone. 

  10It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in 

bringing many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their 

salvation perfect through sufferings. 11For the one who sanctifies and those 

who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed 

to call them brothers and sisters, 12saying,  

 “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, 

  in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.” 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

The people stand. 



Gospel Acclamation 

Mark 10:2-16  Gospel 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord. 

2Some Pharisees came, and to test [Jesus] they asked, “Is it lawful for a man 

to divorce his wife?” 3He answered them, “What did Moses command 

you?” 4They said, “Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of dismissal 

and to divorce her.” 5But Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of 

heart he wrote this commandment for you. 6But from the beginning of 

creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ 7‘For this reason a man shall 

leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, 8and the two shall 

become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one flesh. 9Therefore 

what God has joined together, let no one separate.” 

  10Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. 11He 

said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits 

adultery against her; 12and if she divorces her husband and marries 

another, she commits adultery.” 

  13People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch 

them; and the disciples spoke sternly to them. 14But when Jesus saw this, he 

was indignant and said to them, “Let the little children come to me; do not 

stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. 
15Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little 

child will never enter it.” 16And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands 

on them, and blessed them. 



The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

Message 

The people stand. Prayer cards are collected by the ushers during the Hymn of the Day. 

The people are seated. 

Hymn of the Day 

All Things Bright and Beautiful royal oak 

all 

higher voices 

lower voices 

all 

all 

Apostles’ Creed I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 



On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

The people are seated. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 

Meal 

Offering Offerings may be placed in the basket in the narthex, or you can donate 

at saintmartins.org/giving or text “luther” and your gift amount to 73256. 
Standard text message and data rates may apply.  

Musical Offering 

F.J. Haydn 

The heavens are telling the glory of God. With wonders of his love displays the firmament. Revealed are 
his works by day unto day. By night that is gone to following night.  In every land  resounds the word. 
Never unperceived, ever understood. 

The Heavens are Telling the Glory of God from The Creation  

The people stand. 

http://www.saintmartins.org/giving


Offering Hymn Hymn 840 

Now Thank We All Our God NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT (verse 1 only) 



The Great Thanksgiving 

Offering Prayer 
Let us pray. God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the 

desert and manna to rain from the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first 

given us. Unite them with the offering of our lives to nourish the world 

you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

Sanctus 



Lord’s Prayer 

The people are seated. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever.  Amen. 

Thanksgiving at the Table 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Holy Communion  Our communion table is open to all.  Everyone is welcome to 

receive communion regardless of age or denomination.  Gluten free wafers are available. 

Agnus Dei 



The people stand. 

Blessing 

Sending 

Table Blessing 

Prayer after Communion 

Announcements 

Sending Hymn Hymn 647 

Glorious Things of You Are Spoken   BLAENWERN 



Dismissal 
Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 

Water Music: Allegro  maestoso   

Preaching/Presiding: Rev. Ellen Williams 

Assisting Ministers: Tom Blomquist, Cason Miller 

Lector:   Norm Hummell 

Director of Music:  Dr. Tim O’Brien 

Organist:   Austin Haller 

Musicians:  St. Martin's Choir; Jenny Ohrstrom, soprano; Katherine  

  Altobello-O'Brien, alto; Steven Brennfleck, tenor; Gil Zilkha, bass 

Sound:   Jim Parkhurst 

Video:   Eddie Jennings 

Ushers:    Norm Hummell 

Serving Today 

G.F. Handel 

Copyright Acknowledgements:  Liturgy, prayers and scripture texts (NRSV) reprinted from Sundays and  Seasons © 2006 
Augsburg Fortress, used by permission.  All other text is listed in Public Domain. 



REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

The family of Ben; Brad and Margaret; Stan Cravatt; Janis Daemmrich; Danny Fetonte; Keith 

and Narda Fisher; Jeannine; Lorraine, Steve, Jackie, and Joe; the Mickelson family; Kavan 

McComus; Lisa Quillan and family; family and friends of Gil Shakelford; Elisabeth Williams; 

family and friends of Ruth Woehl; Betty Wolverton; Gil Zilkha; teachers, school 

administrators, and students. 

CONTINUED PRAYERS FOR 

Terry Adcock; Nancy Anderson; Bob Aus; Alicia Badeusz; Gerry Berens; Emily Berggren; 

Patricia Byous; Vickie Dunlevy; Eleanor and Dave; Sam Gourley; Dean Haynie; Ronnie 

Johnson; Peter Jordahl; Kara; Betsy Knauff; Arvid Larson; Pat Larson; Doris McGaughy; 

David Pierce; Jeff Puskos; Lottie Smith; Betty Staehr. 

Prayers 

October Benevolence: San Antonio Day Respite Center 

The San Antonio Day Respite Center hosts asylum seekers as they spend the day waiting for 

transportation by air or bus to their sponsors throughout the US. Showers, food, clothing, 

backpacks, and assistance with purchasing travel accommodations are available while they 

wait. Your contributions will be used to support the Center’s operating costs of caring for 

individuals and families who have fled danger in their home countries. 

Find out more at www.swtsynod.org/newsletters/111/display and give at saintmartins.org. 

August Financial Report Year-to-Date Income Statement 

Revenues  

Operating 505,278  

Building 106,584  

School 771,099  

Total 1,382,962  

Expenses  

Operating 512,144  

Building 82,430 

School 783,757 

Total 1,378,331  

Net 4,631  

August Benevolence 

Donations: 

Lutheran Campus 

Ministry 

= $355 

School Scholarship Fund Current Donation Total:  $8,145  Goal:   $10,200 



This Week at St. Martin’s  

Sunday, October 3—Blessing of the Animals, Creation Sunday 

9:00 am   Holy Communion 

10:00 am   Faith Formation Hour 

11:00 am  Holy Communion 

1:00 pm  3rd-8th Grade Bridge Building 

5:00 pm  Lutheran Campus Ministry Worship 

Tuesday, October 5 

 9:00 am  WELCA Tack & Pack 

Wednesday, October 6 

 9:00 am  Coffee & Conversation with Pastor Ellen 

 1:00 pm  Pastor’s Book Class 

 6:00 pm  Wednesday Game Night 

 7:00 pm  Choir rehearsal 

Thursday, October 7 

 6:00 pm  High School Devotional (Zoom) 

Saturday, October 9 

 8:30 am  Mop & Hammer 

 1:00 pm  Confirmation Dungeons & Dragons Gameplay 

Sunday, October 10 

9:00 am   Holy Communion 

10:00 am   Faith Formation Hour 

11:00 am  Holy Communion 

5:00 pm  Lutheran Campus Ministry Worship 

 

TODAY! Creation Sunday and Blessing of the Animals | Sunday, October 3rd  

Bring your pet, stuffed animal, or a photo of your beloved animal friend to worship at 9 or 11 am to 

be blessed as we celebrate all that God has created for us to share, steward, and enjoy! 

 

Immerse Yourself in the Gospels | Groups are forming for a year-long study of the Four Gospels 

using the book “Heart and Mind: The Four-Gospel Journey for Radical Transformation” by 

Alexander John Shaia. There will be options for in-person and online groups. Please let Pr. Ellen 

know if you are interested.  

 

SAVE THE DATE 

Reformation Sunday Celebration 

Sunday, October 31st, 2021 

Join us in celebration of Lutheran Heritage as we enjoy pretzels, beer, and polka in the Worship Park 

following the 11:00 am service. 

 

To read the announcement list any time, go to saintmartins.org/news. 

Events & Announcements 


